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""‘f”';“:‘ there, whi lone was pro the nres
ence of elves, for none were n ok .
length.
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tting out the soles of thin leasthey d i
14 upper ts of the &earlet kid., 1 Ver
delicate job, may be sure, and 1 snoiled .
pair by ‘r:_ of skill, : vell as ‘. .HI
beginning § 1 more carcfully 1 soon |} S
faction of them siape mselves very fairls
indeed.

All day long I stitched the ootwear, s o
o earefully that even the oldest n r
not have been ashamed of the work. and whe

egme they were completed—as pretty a pai;
IH cords with tas
red, of course,
match the shoes, and really 1 was quite puffed up
with pride when I surveyed my handiwork,

For, a long time I pondered over different wavs
of presenting the gift to my elfin visitors, but at

shoes as any one could desire,
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I} have all Tived he for a ¢ time, but were
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ads that the; e. Such dumb noodles, yes! Any-
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\ 0. ever |
nd 1 ot have o suld grand-
her ! v on 1 them what
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“And have you lived sll that time there in Ger-
many and seen all the changes? Seen the land turn
from dark woodlands into the zreat, rich cities,
the people grow from wild, hairy suvages to gentle
scholars : seen great castles with their robber barens
fall into decay, arand cathedrals rise and erumble,
druids, Goths, Franks. Huns, Teutons, rise and
flourish and fade away 1’

s nothi
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“You ¢ Llama. Oh. the
South America, you know,” said I, with
omse impatience, for 1 didn't wish to hear about
such tame things.

“No. I mean the Lamia.” he continued. “‘It is a
wild beast,” wrote the great philosopher, ‘having
soveral parts outwardly resembling an ox and -
vardly a mule.” ™

“Mow did he know what it was like inside?” I
asked.

“He was 2 wizard,” r-f-lv“rci the elf. “The Lamia
has a woman's face, very beautiful!” he continued.
“Also very large and comely shapes such as eannot
be imitated by the art of any palnter, having an ex-
ecellent color in their fore parts, without wings, and
no other voice but hissing like dragons: but they
are the swiftest of foot of all earthly beasts, so none
can escape them by running.”

“Well, did he give you any more information
about the wonders of the world?” 1 asked.

“Surely. Ile showed me the Sphinx. Al, it was
warvelous! ‘A kind of Ape,’ wrote he, “having his
body rough like Apes, the upper part like 2 woman
and their visage much like them. Their voice very
like a man’s, but not articular, sounding as if ove
did speak lastily or with ;sorrow. Their haire
L-owne or swarthy color. They are bred in India or

y're common

enough 1n

pose
thing he told him. There is hardly one word that is
have repeated to me, in spite of the

» in all'you l:
Jored pictures.”
Aldrovandus ¢
ided :

“Do vou mean to say he was wrong about the
tearful Mantichora?

“1 will say that there never ¥as an animal by that
name, he was certainly wrong, indeed,” I an-
swered, with much heat.

“Xlmost cvery one of them had a man’s face, as I
remember,” said the elf. “It made them very hor-

ed at me reproachfally, and then

=0

“T should think so,” said I, shuddering, “but that
proves they were merely inventions, for no animal,
except the humble monkey, has a face like a man.
Of course there are big monkeys, apes and gorillas,
but they have not the other marvelous characteristies
which the philosopher gave his animals I have at
home, fasiencd against the wall, a ereature that for
iruly ferocious looks would make them all seem
very tame. indeed. It is called a sea-spider, and is
merely a erab, but it looks dreadful.”

“1 should much like to see that,” said the elf.

“Then come with me,” said I, “and yon will see it.
1 suppose that, as it is-quite a distance to my home,
I might invite you to sit in my ceat pocket and
take a ride.” :

%] shgll be pleased,” responded my friend, “but
1 must tell my people that I am going with you, or
else they will-be alarmed.”

He went away into the gloom that shrouded the
far end of the shop and vanished. I heard whisper-
ings and fdint esclamations proceeding from the
darkness, and soon he returned with two others,

In a twinkling the elves had vanished thirougn
¥, and w they went I ki t
A » and time again have I tried to open
communication with them and explain that I did n
an to alarm them, but Conrad telis n t tl
will not trust 2 man who has
in: his house !

Every time I look at that foolish rubber
my desk ¥ smile, and yet it 1s a weak and silly smile,
for I'instantly think might hav
tunate lot had 1 kept the elves my friends i

1 death.

scarmg them half to

OW 16t to

hor
aere

such f

:
e been 1

enificent diamonds; but untold gold
have been mine, tons of it, so that

{riends: would have been loaded with pr
al’ my. poor relations been made rich, and 1]
never, never have to work again. And all los
cause of a little rubber balloon thing!

They no doubt might have come to vi
without: fear after examining it,
squeak was too much for them.

Since writing the above 1 have roceived a letter
from Conrad telling me that Aldrovandas ¢zme to

him and told him that he thought perhaps T was in-
neeent of wishing to harm them, for he had seen a
man selling the dreadful squawking things on the
street, lots of them, in a basket, for ten cents esch,
and he guessed he would come up some wnight and
tell me he was feeling like a big dumb-head!
Well, when be comes I will forgive him, und
yothing less thau a bushel of gold nuggets will ;
me feel the same toward him, and I shall tell Lim so

the very first thing, too!
WALT McDOUGALL.
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